
Student/Staff 

with COVID-19 

symptoms or a 

fever  ≥ 100.4 

Student/Staff received a negative COVID-19 test 

AND 

They receive a definitive alternate diagnosis from a physi-

cian (e.g. Ear infection, strep throat) and have been fever 

free for 24 hours without taking fever reducing medicine. 

Decision Tree for COVID-19 Response for Students/Staff 

Student/Staff is not tested for COVID-19  

OR  

does not have a definitive alternative diagnoses from a 

physician 

They can return to school 

They must isolate follow-

ing current guidance for  

COVID-19 (see highlighted 

criteria below for ending 

isolation) 

Student/Staff test 

positive for  

COVID-19 with         

symptoms 

Student/Staff should remain isolated until they have recovered. The 

non-test based method of ending isolation requires a case to meet 

the 3 following criteria: 

1. They have been fever-free for 3 days without the use of fever-

reducing medicine AND  

2. Any respiratory symptoms experienced are improving AND  

3. It has been at least 10 days since the symptoms started 

Student/Staff test 

positive for COVID-19 

with NO symptoms 

Student/staff should remain isolated until 10 days after 

the TEST date. If they develop symptoms at any point 

during this time, they will need to follow the above  

symptomatic guidance 

They can return to school 

They can return to school 

School administrator contacts the district 

contact tracing coordinator and the local 

Health Department. 

Student  

Or 

Staff 

With contact to 

COVID-19 positive 

household member 

With close contact to a non-

household member who 

tested COVID-19 positive 

Self-quarantine for 14 days AFTER the household member is recovered. If 

household member doesn't have symptoms, refer to info above to determine 

when self-quarantine begins. 

Recovery requires a case to meet the 3 following criteria: 

1. They have been fever-free for 3 days without the use of fever-reducing 

medicine AND  

2. Any respiratory symptoms experienced are improving AND  

3.      It has been at least 10 days since the symptoms started. 

Close contact is defined within 6 feet of a positive case for 15 minutes or 

longer regardless of mask use. Self-quarantined for 14 days after their last 

exposure to the positive case. If symptoms develop, follow guidelines above. 

If social distancing was maintained throughout the time together, then no 

need to quarantine. 


